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The home front in World War Two was a very hard time for our nation. To help us cope, 
the Government re-introduced some of the rules from World War One. They were 
rationing and censorship. The role of women changed significantly and many families 
were separated by conscription.  
 
The Australian government re-established rationing in 1942 for two reasons. One, to 
make sure there was enough produce to go round. Secondly, to help Australians save 
money. These savings were beneficial to our country. The items that you would have 
found on your rations card were clothing, tea, meat, butter, sugar and eggs. 
Furthermore, your private cars were cut back to 2000 miles per year. Interestingly, even 
though people didn’t like being restricted by rationing it was found to have health 
benefits.   
 
Censorship was a crucial addition to protect Australia’s home front. The Government did 
this to stop sensitive information about the war getting back to the enemy countries, like 
Germany or Japan. In addition, they didn’t want to affect the Australians by telling them 
if our army wasn’t going so well or getting their hopes up too high if we were. Most 
significantly, the Government was trying to have as little effect on the community as 
possible. 
 
The biggest change that came with the home front was the role of women. At first the 
community, especially men, weren’t sure about women doing traditional male jobs but 
soon a majority of women were working. Women showed their work in four different 
ways – voluntary work, Defense forces, farming and employment. Remember that not all 
women wanted to change. So to help promote them, there were lots of posters saying 
things like ‘A vital war job…a healthy open-air life’ and ‘ We could do with a thousand 
more like you…’ All this meant that mums weren’t home with the children, so some 
children stayed at home or with grandparents, while others would go to work with their 
mother. Women made a big difference to the home front and afterwards everyone 
thought differently about women and especially their capabilities. 
 
Having conscription introduced had one of the biggest effects on the home front. 
Families were anxious and scared that the beloved men of the household would be sent 
away. Unlike choosing to go to war, if your name got selected you had to go, and if you 
didn’t you would go to jail for the period of the war. So either way , you would not be 
with your family.  
 
Overall the home front would have been a hard time for families not knowing if your dad 
would be taken to war or having friends leave. Being unsure of the truth about how the 
war was going and not having freedom over what you ate was also hard. The war 
resulted in great changes to women, which has influenced the way we live today. During 
this essay I have tried to imagine what it would have been like on the Australian home 
front. 


